
Biography of Eileen Collins 
 

Eileen Collins was the first woman to pilot a 

space shuttle. She was born 

on 19 November 1956 her 

school was corning 

community. Her family is 

Brigit Youngs Luke Youngs, James.E 

Collins, Rose Marry Collins and pat Youngs she graduated 

with class 84b.  

 

Eileen Collins trained with NASA and she has always 

wanted to be a pilot. She went to a pilot training course 

and then became an instructor. 

 

In her early career she was a 

space pilot. She was on the 

space shuttle Columbia July 23 

1999 and she became NASA 

first shuttle commander.  

 

In 2005 Collins retired from the air course and from NASA. 

She has revived lots of rewards. She has been included in 

a list of 300 women who changed the world. She is 63 this 

year and happily retired.   


