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We are a Christian school where our children learn
about Jesus and the wonders of God’s world, they are

encouraged to participate in worship and prayer.
The information in this booklet will hopefully answer

some of your
questions and will also provide you with some helpful
ideas and activities that you and your child can share

in together at home.

Under God’s guidance, we will do our very best for
each and every child.

We look forward to welcoming you into our school
and establishing a strong and effective partnership.

Welcome to Halsall St Cuthbert’s C.E.
Primary School Foundation Stage

‘Let your light shine’ 
Matthew 5:16



About our Class

Our Reception Classroom

This is the entrance you will
come in through everyday.
We also display some of our
work on the class windows

for everyone to see.

Inside our classroom we have a large
carpet area so everyone can sit together
for lessons and stories! There are also

lots of different  themed areas for you to
play in and continue your learning.

This is our toilet area which is
freely accessible throughout the

day.

Our outdoor area is available all
year round, it is set up with lots

of continuous  provision so
children can learn through play.

We even sometimes have our
story and snack outside.



Try my best.

Use kind hands.

Use kind words.

Keep my toys at
home.

Have fun.

Listen, learn and
be respectful to

everyone.

Our Class Rules



About our Class
We are very fortunate to have our own purpose-made

Foundation Stage classroom with its own designated outdoor
learning area. The classroom itself is very well resourced. It is

welcoming and cheerful and is arranged in areas of learning to
help develop and support, each child’s knowledge and curiosity. 

The areas include :
 

 Carpet Area 
 This is where lots of learning takes place! The children are

encouraged to show good listening skills when sitting in their
carpet spaces. We often work collaboratively in talking

partners, sharing ideas and taking turns to listen to one
another on the carpet. We often use the floor area to play

collaborative games first thing in the morning and for quiet
reading time. We love looking at books! Teaching inputs are
delivered on the carpet and the area is also used for music,

practical games and construction activities.
 

 Continuous Provision
Provision in the classroom is planned to suit the different

abilities, needs and interests of the children. The children have
access to a range 

of natural materials to explore and they are encouraged 
to develop their next steps through a variety of play activities. 

 



We are very fortunate indeed to
have such a well-resourced outdoor

area attached to the Foundation
Stage Classroom. The children

have free access to this designated
space which is carefully organised

and planned to enhance their
learning in a variety of areas,
including an outdoor kitchen,

water area , bug hotel, building
site, dinosaur den, sensory garden
and sandpit, we continue to develop

our outdoor area in line with the
children’s interests and needs. We

have a large field which we use
regularly.

 

Outdoor Area



 
Imaginative Play

Role play takes place both indoor and out. We
have a fantastic separate role-play area which
is often linked to current topics being taught,

where the children are encouraged to use their
imagination and creativity. This area supports

many different elements of the curriculum
especially personal, social and emotional,

communication, language and maths. The role
play area is changed based upon the children's

interests and needs. Children are involved in the
planning and setting-up of the areas to promote

excitement and imagination. 
 



Prime Areas of Learning
 

Communication and Language 
 Giving children opportunities to experience a rich language

environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing
themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations.

 
 Physical development

Providing opportunities for young children to be active and
interactive; and to develop their co-ordination, control and
movement. Children must also be helped to understand the

importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in
relation to food.

 
Personal, social and emotional development

 Helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and
others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their 

feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to
have confidence in their own abilities.

 

Prime and Specific Areas of Learning

The Early Years Foundation Stage consists of 3 PRIME and 4 SPECIFIC areas
of learning. The prime areas cover the knowledge and skills which are the
foundations for children’s school readiness and future progress. These are

applied and reinforced by the specific areas.
 



Specific Areas of Learning 

Literacy
Encouraging children to link sounds and letters and begin to read

and write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading
materials (books, poems etc.) to ignite their interest.

 
Mathematics

Providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their
skills in    counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating
simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes,

spaces and measures.
 

Understanding the world 
Guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their

community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out
about people, places, technology and the environment.

 
Expressive arts and design

Enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media
and materials, as well as providing opportunities and

encouragement for sharing thoughts, ideas and feelings through a
variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play and

DT.
 

Prime and Specific Areas of Learning



What books will we read in Reception?

On our class page, you can find links to all of our stories we will be
reading over the year.

Examples of some of the stories we will cover
🌳Stickman

👽Aliens love underpants
🐻The Gruffalo

🐛The very hungry caterpillar
🐞What the ladybird heard
🧸We’re going on a bear hunt

🐠Rainbow Fish
🦒Giraffes can’t dance

🥔Supertato
🐉Zog

🦉Owl Babies
🦓Dear Zoo

🐅The Tiger who came to tea
🐐The Three Billy Goats Gruff
🌱Jack and the Beanstalk



Why will we read the above texts?

Rhyme and Rhythm,
Why: Helps develop phonolgical awareness, an essential reading skill

Repetition
Why: Reinforces language patterns,vocabulary and story structure.

Example: The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson

Example: The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle

Predictable Patterns
Why: Allows children to anticipate what comes next, building comprehension

and confidence
Example: We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen

Illustrations
Why: Bright Visuals support understanding of the text and capture attention.

Example: Aliens Love Underpants

Relatable Themes
Why: Stories about family,friendships or emotions help children connect.

Example: Owl Babies by Martin Waddell

Interactive Features
Why: Keeps children engaged and actively involved in the story.

Example: Lift-the-flap books like Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell
Simple. Engaging Language
Why: Supports vocabulary development and comprehension. 

Avoid overly complex text.

Opportunities for Role Play and Discussion
Why: Stories that encourage children to act out roles or discuss outcomes

foster creativity and communication.
Example:The Three Billy Goats Gruff

Moral or Life Lessons
Why: Teaches values like sharing,kindness or perseverance.

Example: The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister



Learning is Fun!
Our philosophy in Class L is to encourage each child to achieve their individual best

in a happy, safe, secure and stimulating environment. We provide enjoyable,
interesting, exciting and challenging activities focusing on all the key skills that your

child will need, as he/she progresses through the school.
 

 The Foundation Stage layout provides opportunities for children to practice the
skills that they are taught in focused sessions, in a range of cross curricular

contexts, sometimes supported by adults. 
 

This approach challenges the children to investigate their own ideas and extend
them using the range of exciting, quality equipment. 

 

Continuous Learning

Our Class page, located on the school website is frequently
updated to allow you to see what we are learning in school

and enable you to further practice at home.



 
We encourage family members to come into school, to help with a

range of activities such as listening to children read, cookery, art and
craft and supporting small work groups. We also like to hear from

family members who have a skill that they could share with our
children e.g. sewing, knitting, cooking, woodwork etc.

 
We also try to involve our families in events throughout the year such

as church services, educational visits, sports days, the family night,
parent assemblies etc.

 
Halsall St Cuthbert’s operates an open-door policy which means

whenever you need to speak to us, we are available. However, please
understand that in the mornings teachers are very busy preparing for

the lessons and have little spare time. If you do need to speak to the
teacher, unless the matter is really urgent, we do prefer that you make

an appointment.
 

We pride ourselves on our friendly, supportive approach. Our
commitment to the partnership involves regular newsletters to keep

you up-to-date and termly information about the curriculum, so that
you know what your child will be learning about in school.

 

Working in Partnership

Where parents and schools work closely together, children do better

Mother’s Day 
Service

Stay 
and

 Play

Harvest 
Service



Information available on our website
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Useful Information
Snacks- All children under the age of 5 receive free school milk. After

the age of 5 milk is available at a small cost, through the Cool Milk
website. Please see leaflet attached. Infant children are also provided

with a free piece of fruit everyday. The children also have free access to
drinking water throughout the day.

Snack Money- At the beginning of the year we ask for a contribution of
£5 snack money to help us buy ingredients for cooking activities

throughout the year.
Lunch - All infant children receive a free school dinner, however, you
may prefer to send your child in with a packed lunch. Please note that

children may only change from one to the other at half-term as the cook
needs to order food in advance.

Medicine- If it is necessary for your child to take medicine in school you will
be asked to complete a request form giving details of the medication, the

dose,the time to be given and your child’s name and class. Prescribed
medicine that is to be given three times a day does not need to be given in

school time. Asthma and hay fever medication will be accepted and stored in
the classroom to be available as needed by your child.

Reading Book Bags- Reading book bags should be brought into school
every week on the allocated day. The reception children are provided with a

free transparent book bag to hold reading books and letters. You do not
need to purchase a school book bag.

Absence- All absences must be accounted for by either a written or verbal
explanation. Please ring the school before 8:55am if your child will be

absent or late for any reason.

School Day Layout
School Bell Rings for Registration: 8:55am
First Break: 10:30am-10:50am
Lunchtime: 11:45am-1:00pm
Infant Afternoon Break: 2:45pm-3:00pm
End of the school day: 3:30pm

Wraparound care is available to book on school spider:
Breakfast Club: 7:30am-8:40am

Kidz Club: 3:30pm-5:30pm



In today's technology-driven world, limiting screen time for
young learners is crucial for their healthy development.
Excessive screen exposure can lead to a number of negative
effects, including reduced concentration spans, impaired
speaking skills, and increased behavioral issues. The NHS
provides guidance on recommended screen time limits for
children of different ages, emphasizing the importance of
balancing digital engagement with real-world activities to
foster cognitive, social, and emotional well-being. Finding
this balance is key.

Useful Information

Daily school attendance is crucial for your child's learning
journey. Every day at school offers new opportunities for
growth, discovery, and connection. Consistent attendance
ensures your child doesn't miss out on essential lessons,
activities, and social interactions that contribute to their
overall development. Unless your child is unwell, please
make every effort to send them to school each day. Your
support in prioritizing attendance makes a significant
difference in their academic success and future!

Attendance

Screen Time

Further information regarding
the importance of your child’s
attendance and limiting their

screen time can be found on the
NHS and GOV websites. 



School Spider

At Halsall St Cuthbert's we use an app linked to our school
website to send information and allow parents to book and pay

for clubs and trips. We ask that all our parents and carers
download the School Spider App as this is one of our main

forms of payments, bookings and communication.

For new parents

To create an account with School Spider:

Download the FREE School Spider App
- Select our school (begin typing Halsall...)

- Click Parent Login
- Click ‘Create Account’

- Input the email address we have on file for your
child/children

- Follow the steps in the email you receive.
- Please note, your username is NOT your email address

How to Access our Online School Platforms
Class Dojo

You will be emailed a link to join our
classroom. ClassDojo allows us to keep you at

home regularly updated both in you
individual class and as a whole school. This

platform also provides a messaging service to
enable you to communicate with your class

teacher.

School Website
Our school website can be found at

www.halsall.lancs.sch.uk.
Our website hosts a range of resources to aid

with home learning, school policies, term
dates and is frequently updated.



What does my child need to bring in?
Water Bottle

Please provide a labelled water bottle for
your child. Water bottles need to be taken
home and cleaned each night and refilled
with water only (no juice).We will store in
school each day but please refill at home.

Thankyou

1 Pack of Wet Wipes

1 Box of Tissues

1 Small Hand Sanitizer






